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The Marine Option 
Michigan is the ‘Great Lakes State’: 

• 3,288 miles of Great Lakes shoreline 

• 11,000 inland lakes 

• 242 major rivers with a total coverage of 36,350 square miles  

• 40,175 square miles of water surface 

• 80 public harbors and 400 private marinas leaving a boater no more than 30 miles from safety 

• Michigan has 9% of the nation’s ground water (aquifers), largest of any state in the nation – DEQ 

Michigan also has 64,735 miles of underground pipelines alone. With that amount of buried facilities 

and water in the State of Michigan submerged facilities are inevitable. As an industry how do we protect 

both Michigan’s facility infrastructure and waterways: the Marine Option. 

MISS DIG 811 is Michigan’s statewide one-call notification system. It was developed to provide 

excavators the ability to inform multiple owners of underground facilities of excavation with a single 

call. MISS DIG 811 processes this information and passes it on to affected owners of those facilities. 

In 2019 MISS DIG 811 became the first freshwater state to offer a Marine Ticket. On December 15th, 

2021, MISS DIG 811 partnered with PelicanCorp and developed a new ticket system and the Marine 

Ticket permanently became part of the MISS DIG 811 ticket system of OneCallAcccess: the Marine 

Option (see figure 1). 

When placing the Marine Option, the excavator can place the polygon solely in a body of water. To 

inform facility owners of a more precise location of the excavation sites GPS coordinates can be used. 

This will aid in a larger body of water where excavation can occur and there are little to no markers to 

help to identify the excavation site (see figure 2).  

When the excavator places a dig notice, they receive a confirmation PDF (see figure 3). The facility 

owners that are affected are listed along with their contact information. The excavator can use this 

contact information to reach out to the facility owners for more specific instructions on the proposed 

excavation. They can discuss how the facilities may be marked for their marine excavation. 

The Marine Option was developed to protect facilities and infrastructures that run through or lie in a 
body of water. The Marine Option allows a line of communication between the excavator, locator, and 
facility owner/operator. Through this communication, the goal is damage protection of facilities, the 
environment, aquatic ecosystems, and the safety of crews working in marine excavation.  
 

For more information on the Marine Option contact Education Specialist Pat Goddard at: 

pgoddrd@missdig811.org or at 906-553-0033 
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(Figure 1: The Ticket Details page is the first step when placing a dig notice. The word SUBMERGED is 

present in Public Act 174, any excavation in a body of water the excavator must place a dig notice with 

MISS DIG 811.) 
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(Figure 2: With OneCallAccess the excavator can now solely place the polygon in a body of water as the 

excavation site. GPS coordinates can also be used to easily identify the excavation location. GPS will be a 

useful tool when excavation occurs in a large body of water where no other identification marks 

around.) 
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(Figure 3: In the Ticket Confirmation, contact information for facility owners is attached at the lower 

section of the PDF.) 

 


